
An aggressive, broad-based, partnership to 

grow the Memphis/Shelby County economy. 
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Accelerating Economic Growth and Prosperity for Memphis & Shelby County  

MEMPHIS FAST FORWARD 

MEMPHIS FAST FORWARD is the most ambitious plan for accelerating economic growth and 

prosperity that Memphis and Shelby County have ever seen. 

Spearheaded in 2005 by Memphis Tomorrow, Shelby County, the City of Memphis, and the 

Greater Memphis Chamber, the initiative was informed by expert research and the views and 

voices of more than 3,500 community leaders and citizens. 

To position Memphis/Shelby County as a vibrant economic center of the southern United 

States requires aggressive and simultaneous action in five inter-related areas: economic 

development, public safety, K-16 education, health & wellness, and government 

efficiency with overall guidance provided by a Steering Committee comprised of public and 

private-sector leaders.  For more information, go to www.MemphisFastForward.com.  

Memphis 

Tomorrow 

Memphis Fast Forward  
Steering Committee 

Co-chairs: 

Gary Shorb, Methodist Health Care 

A C Wharton, Jr.,  Mayor, City of Memphis 

Mark H. Luttrell, Jr., Mayor, Shelby County 

OPERATION  SAFE   

COMMUNITY  

Bill Gibbons, Director  

TN Dept. of Safety &  

Homeland Security 

Chairman 

 
PEOPLE F IRST   

PARTNERSHIP  

Gary Shorb, President/CEO 

Methodist LeBonheur  

Healthcare 

Chairman 

 

 
M EMPHIS ED  

Dr. Bill Evans, Dir./CEO  

St. Jude Childrenõs  

Research Hospital 

Chairman 

 

H EALTH  &  

WELLNESS  

Dr. Kenneth Robinson,  

Public Health Advisor  

to Mayor Luttrell 

Chairman 

GOVERNMENT   

EFFICIENCY  

Mayor A C Wharton, Jr. 

Mayor Mark H. Luttrell, Jr. 

Co-chairs 
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15 Strategies   5 Goals 

Strategy 1:  Venture capital and small 

 business incubator  

Strategy 2:  U of M technology transfer  

Strategy 3:  Support for minority/ 

women entrepreneurs  

Develop a Culture of Innovation 

& Entrepreneurial Activity  

Strategy 4:  Internal image marketing  

Strategy 5:  External business attraction  

Goal A:  Goal B:  

Market Memphis &  

Shelby County  

Strategy 6:   Taxes/incentives  

Strategy 7:   Logistics/Aerotropolis  

Strategy 8:   Bioscience  

Strategy 9:   Music  

Strategy 10: Film/TV  

Strategy 11: Tourism  

Strategy 12:  Business retention/expansion 

programs with emphasis on 

growing minority/women -

owned firms  

Goal C:  Goal D:  

Pursue Key Target Industries - 

Bioscience, Logistics, Tourism, 

Music, and Film  

Grow Existing Firms  

Strategy 13:  Downtown and riverfront development  

Strategy 14:  Shelby Farms Park  

Strategy 15:  Attract and retain knowledge workers  

Goal E:  

Make Memphis a òPlace of 

Choiceó for Knowledge Workers 

02.02.12 2 



  5 Goals    17 Partner  

Organizations  

15  

Strategies  

    5 

Goals 

MEMPHISED PARTNERS 

02.02.12 3 


